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Kia ora Omaha Beach Community Inc

A lot has been going on with Friends of Awa Matakanakana (FOAM) and our newsletter editor, Mark
Foster, has captured some highlights in the BIG winter publication. Thanks to Mark for this outstanding
newsletter that helps publicise FOAM’s work, especially to people who are not already in our network.
You’ll find poster-sized versions of the newsletter at noticeboards around the rohe.

Importantly, FOAM are starting work on an Integrated Catchment Management Plan (ICMP) for the Awa
Matakanakana catchment, from the hills above Matakana Village to Kawau Bay. Everyone is invited to
take part through workshops, storytelling, and more. Find out what an ICMP is here>>>

Omaha Beach Community Inc, you are receiving this newsletter because we think you, and people you
know with an interest in the catchment, could make a valuable contribution to the community’s ICMP
action plan.

Ngā mihi nui,

Jackie Russell

Project coordinator, Friends of Awa Matakanakana

EM: foamfacilitator@gmail.com PH: 0275 708 971
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Click to download a pdf

About Friends of Awa Matakanakana
The Friends of Awa Matakanakana Catchment Inc (FOAM) was formed as an Incorporated Society in 2017.
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FOAM’s principal aim is the restoration and maintenance of a healthy Sandspit estuary and the two rivers
that feed into it, Matakana River (14.2 km long) and Waikumete/Glen Eden River (13.8 km long).

As part of getting to know the Sandspit estuary and rivers FOAM, with support of Auckland Council, have
undertaken community-based sampling programmes since 2019, including water quality sampling and
shellfish sampling at Sandspit Estuary.

FOAM has a permanent sediment measurement instruments in Matakana and Waikumete/Glen Eden rivers
and in 2020 started collecting and collating data. Regularly, sees high sediment loadings and finds elevated
phosphorus levels in the rivers.

We also collect real time rainfall data for the Matakana catchment.

Some of the smaller tributaries are of poor water quality with little native life in them. In contrast we have
found some nationally vulnerable species in the upper reaches, and we have many New Zealand endemic
and at-risk species throughout the river systems.

Support FOAM’s work and become a member now

Takatu Landcare planting morning
Volunteers are needed to plant along the edge of the Sandspit estuary - part of a long term project aimed at
protecting the water way from run off and sediment.

WHEN: 9:30am, Saturday 23 August

WHERE: 19 Haywood Lane, Tāwharanui Peninsula

REGISTER HERE to help Takatu LandCare with catering.
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